Epilogue
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A T LAST we have got the war against Hiderism, the war for
xJLwhich the Labour Party has been clamouring during fiveyears
of frustration and the extinction of any vigorous constructive
policy of domestic reform. Even the Popular Front intellectuals
have gained their point. Mr. Winston Churchill is now in the
Cabinet, So everyone is pleased; and Miss Ellen Wilkinson has
tried to say what we all felt aboutfit a^ the outbreak:

"On Saturday night M.P.S went home with grim unhappy
faces. Yet the next day, crammed in our air-raid shelters, the war
declared, we were happy. The fight to stop aggression had
begun."1

What would have been a plea for the Federal Union of the
democratic nations with a common and enlightened policy for
their colonies will not be the concluding essay of this volume.
Written before hostilities began, it set forth how Labour Party
bellicosity and Popular Front* opportunism paved the way for
the consummation which confers so much happiness on Miss
Wilkinson. It would have explained how the parties of the Left
in Britain and in France neglected every opportunity of bringing
forward constructive remedies, as the inherent defects of the
League were successively and dramatically exposed. It would
have told the story of how Labour rallied round the Empire
and it would have described the somersaults of the flying
young men of the Popular Front trapeze with Mr. Gollancz at
the piano.

Any federal union which does not provide for a common

system of colonial administration to educate backward peoples

for self-government will merely prepare the means of war on

a larger scale than the present one. So it is useless to discuss such

1 Time and Tide, Sept. 9, 1939.